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The Bus Rapid Transit Project for Ahmedabad city has

been guided by the following steering committee.

Mr. K. Kailashnathan

Secretary, Urban Development and Urban Housing
Department, Government of Gujarat

Chairman, Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority
(AUDA)

Mr. Anil Mukim
Municipal Commissioner, Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC)

Mr. PK Pujari
Secretary, Economic Affairs, Finance Department

Mr. Arvind Agarwal
CEOQ, Gujarat Infrastructure Development Board (GIDB)

Mr. K. Srinivas
Managing Director, Gujarat Urban Development Company
(GUDC)

Project Planning & Design Team
CEPT University
Dr. R.N.Vakil, Director
Prof.H.M Shivanand Swamy, Team Leader
Dr. M.P. Raju, LEA Associates, New Delhi
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A WORKABLE TRANSPORT SOLUTION TO THE GROWING
PROBLEMS OF THE CITY

Shri Narendra Modi
Chief Minister
Guijarat State

Message From The Chief Minister

I bring you greetings from Gujarat, an Indian State, which is rapidly
transforming into a semi-urban society. The state has been the fastest
growing region in the country and one of the fastest growing in the world. It
is a land of entrepreneurs who since ancient times dreamt big about
business and opportunities world over. Our economic prospects are
sound. We will continue fo grow af a rapid pace.

1, in the true Gujarati spirit, believe that we need to dream and dream big.
Only these big dreams coupled with Gujarati hospitality and
entfrepreneurship can transform cities and in turn the state into a Vibrant
Gujarat

To transiate our big dreams into reality and put Gujarat's developmental
process on a higher trajectory, we need to build on our existing sfrengths;
We need to adopt mulfiple solutions to meet with the needs of mulfi-
cultural and diverse socio- economic context; and, we also need to look af
systems as an integrated whole. Technology is the key fo our progress.

Connecting with the pulse of the public that is saying 'now is the time is to
transform Gujaral, we have initiated a massive mission: 'Urban
Development Year 2005'. As part of this we aftach much importance to
connectivity. We have built roads, ports, communication facilities and
have also improved air connectivity. In addition to improving roads in the
cities and towns, we have also made much progress fowards building
Mass rapid Transit Systems in our cities.

The purpose of this newsletter is to get connected with the world and share
Gujarat's experiments and experiences related to Bus Rapid Transit
System and other complimentary and supplementary measures aimed af
improving urban accessibility. We welcome whole-heartedly the inputs in
to this process of making the cities better connected from all.

I would also like to say that partnerships between the Communities, Public
and Private sector have been a critical part of Gujarat's development
process and | strongly believe even these efforts to 'Connect People'
through mass rapid transit systems would also have to evolve through the
same process.

A word of appreciation on behalf the people of Gujarat has to be said for
Gujarat Infrastructure Development Board, Department of Urban
Development, Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, Ahmedabad Urban
Development Authority and CEPT University for their initiatives and
innovations.

JaiHind. Jai Gujarat.

The Mission of ‘art’ News lane’ is to inform stakeholders on progress and activities of importance to the bus
user community and to expand the network by connecting stakeholders through strategic partnerships and
workshops.
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The city ofAhmedabad founded in 1411 AD ha\;:'hg a walled city on the eastern bank of the river Sabarmati, is now the seventh
largest mefropolfs in India and the largest in the state:The city at the present is spread over 400 Sq. km of area, accommodates

4.5 million people. The main agencies governing the area are the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) and the Ahmedabad ..
Urban Development Authority (AUDA). #

Historically Ahmedabad has been one of the most important centres of {rade and commerce in western India. The city was once
famous as the 'Manchester of India’ on account of its textile industry. It had as many.as 66 mills employing a workforce of over
one hundred thousand persons. It has three major industrial estates within its municipal limits. It is also a major industrial and -
financial city contributing about 14% of the total investments in all stock exchanges in India and 60% of the total prod\;i'-ri-?-’- )
State. A private company operates thermal power plant in the city. |

The slowdown in the textile sector since the 80s, had its negative impact on Ahmedabads' growth. H Itt@ r?
changing again, and Ahmedabad is poised for multi-pronged growth today and certain directions of the same a Iy visib
Several key high-growth industries such as textiles, pharmaceuticals and natural gas are already fi hored in

Ahmedabad. A wide range of multiplexes and eating joints has also mushroomed all over the city. The city has a great -
architectural tradition reflected in many exquisite monuments, temples and modern buildings. Ahmedabad is the eo s
several scientific and educational institutions of national Impon‘ance and 1§.well posttmped to leverage the nattgnwﬂm\\
service and knowledge industries. e EE S ™
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Given these trends the city is expected to grow rapidly. The population, from the prese
11 Million by 2011 and 2035 respectively incorporating surrounding settlements inclt

Greater Ahmedabad. The area of the city is likely to increase fr
2035 respectively. Sustenance of this growth is only possible w:fba#éfﬁaentand rag _o ransit

aarto form
@900 sq.ims by?’o'yand ;

tem in place.
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